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Application for Naturalization (U.S. Citizenship) — PTAP Wizard
What is this form for?
Form N-400, "Application for Naturalization," is the official application a lawful permanent resident uses to become a U.S. citizen. It is the final step of the immigration path: once approved, you stop being a resident and become a citizen.
Citizenship gives you the right to vote, to obtain a U.S. passport, to petition for more family members and more quickly, and access to certain federal jobs. It also removes the risk of deportation and the obligation to keep renewing a Green Card.
The N-400 is the longest and most sensitive of the three forms on the platform, because USCIS reviews your entire life in the United States: residence, absences, taxes, marriages, employment, and criminal history. After filing, you will have a biometrics appointment, an interview with an officer, the English and civics tests, and finally the oath ceremony.
The PTAP wizard has 14 steps and produces a completed N-400 PDF ready to review, sign, and file.
General requirements to naturalize:
1. Be at least 18 years old when you file.
1. Be a lawful permanent resident (Green Card holder) for 5 years, or 3 years if you are married to and living with a U.S. citizen.
1. Continuous residence: you must not have broken continuity with long absences (an absence over 6 months can be questioned; over 1 year normally breaks it).
1. Physical presence: you must have been in the U.S. at least half of the required period (30 months out of 5 years, or 18 months out of 3 years).
1. Have lived at least 3 months in the state or USCIS district where you file.
1. Good moral character during the statutory period.
1. Be able to read, write, and speak basic English and pass the civics test (age-based exemptions exist, and medical accommodations are available with Form N-648).
1. Be willing to take the Oath of Allegiance to the United States.


Do NOT use Form N-400 if:
1. You are not yet a permanent resident — you need a Green Card first.
1. You only want to renew or replace your Green Card — that is Form I-90.
1. You are the child under 18 of a U.S. citizen: you may already be a citizen automatically, in which case Form N-600 applies.
1. You were born abroad to a U.S. citizen parent: review Form N-600 before filing an N-400.

	Before filing: review your history
The naturalization interview is a full review of your file. If you have arrests (even dismissed or expunged), long absences, unpaid taxes, tax returns filed as a "non-resident," unpaid child support, or you failed to register for Selective Service when required, consult an attorney BEFORE filing.
In serious cases, filing the N-400 can put even the permanent residence you already hold at risk.





Before you start: have these documents ready
The N-400 asks for a lot of information with exact dates. Gathering this first will save you hours.
1. Your Green Card (front and back): it gives you your A-Number, class of admission, and "Resident Since" date.
1. Your current passport and every prior passport covering the period (to reconstruct trips from entry and exit stamps).
1. A list of EVERY trip outside the U.S. in the last 5 years (or 3 if applicable): departure date, return date, and countries visited.
1. Every address you have lived at in the last 5 years, with start and end dates.
1. Employment or school history for the last 5 years: employer, position, city, state, and dates.
1. Your Social Security Number and your USCIS online account number, if you have one.
1. If married or previously married: marriage certificate, spouse details, and divorce or death certificates for prior marriages.
1. If filing based on marriage to a citizen: proof of your spouse's citizenship (U.S. birth certificate, naturalization certificate, or passport).
1. Details for all your children: full names, dates of birth, A-Numbers if they have them, and where they live.
1. Tax returns for the last 5 years, or proof of an IRS payment plan if you owe.
1. If you have arrests or court cases: certified copies of the court records and the final disposition of each case.
1. Men who lived in the U.S. between ages 18 and 26: your Selective Service registration number (look it up at sss.gov).
How the PTAP wizard works
1. Go to path-tap.com/forms and log in.
1. Click "Fill out form" on the Form N-400 card.
1. The wizard has 14 steps. The left sidebar lets you jump to any step directly.
1. Use "Previous" and "Next" to move in order, and click "Save draft" often.
1. Fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required.
1. You can switch between ES and EN with the buttons at the top. The final PDF is always generated in English.
1. If you already completed another form on the platform, several personal fields will be pre-filled — review them anyway.
1. On step 14 you review everything, check the certification under penalty of perjury, and generate the PDF.


Step-by-step, field-by-field guide
Step 1 — Eligibility
Part 1 — Basis for your eligibility for naturalization
This first choice shapes the rest of the form: it determines how many years of residence you must prove and what spouse information you will be asked for.
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	I have been a permanent resident for at least 5 years
	The most common option. Choose it if you have held your Green Card for 5 years or more.
	You may file up to 90 days before completing the 5 years, but not earlier. Count from the "Resident Since" date on your card.

	I have been a permanent resident for 3 years and am married to a U.S. citizen
	Choose this if you have been a resident for 3 years AND married for 3 years to the same person, who has been a citizen that entire time.
	You must remain married and living together through the oath. If you separate before then, your basis of eligibility changes.

	I am a member of the U.S. armed forces
	Choose this if you serve or have served in the U.S. military.
	Special, more favorable rules apply (INA sections 328 and 329). Form N-426 is normally filed as well.

	Other basis for eligibility
	Choose this for special cases: spouse of a citizen employed abroad, surviving spouse of a service member, and others.
	These cases almost always require legal advice.

	If you selected "Other," please specify
	Briefly describe your basis of eligibility.
	Be specific; if you are citing a section of the law, name it.



	Tips for this step
The 90-day rule: you may file the N-400 up to 90 days before completing your 5 (or 3) years of residence. Filing one day earlier than that window results in denial and loss of the filing fee.




Step 2 — Personal information
Part 2 — Your full legal name
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	Family Name(s) (Last Name)
	Your complete legal last name or names.
	Enter them as they appear on your most recent legal document. If you have two surnames, include both.

	Given Name(s) (First Name)
	Your legal first name.
	No nicknames or translations.

	Middle Name
	Your middle name, if you have one.
	Leave blank if not applicable; do not type "N/A."

	Family Name on card
	The last name as printed on your Green Card.
	If it differs from your current legal name, that is fine — USCIS needs to see both.

	Given Name on card
	The first name printed on the card.
	

	Middle Name on card
	The middle name printed on the card.
	Leave blank if the card does not show it separately.

	Would you like to legally change your name with naturalization?
	Select "Yes" only if you want the judge to change your name at the oath ceremony.
	This is a free opportunity to change your name legally. If you select "Yes," your case will likely go to a judicial ceremony, which can take longer than an administrative one.

	New Family Name requested
	The last name you want going forward.
	Only if you answered "Yes" above.

	New Given Name requested
	The first name you want.
	Think it through: you will have to update Social Security, your license, bank, and all other documents afterward.

	New Middle Name requested
	The middle name you want.
	Leave blank if you want to drop your middle name.




Step 3 — Personal details
Part 2 (continued) — Date of birth, gender, and physical description
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	Date of birth
	Your date of birth in MM/DD/YYYY format.
	It must match your Green Card exactly. If the card has an error, correct it first or be ready to explain it at the interview.

	Sex
	"Male" or "Female."
	It must match your immigration documents.

	City of birth
	The city where you were born.
	As shown on your birth certificate.

	Country of birth
	The country where you were born.
	If the country changed names or no longer exists, use the name in effect at your birth and explain at the interview.

	Country of current nationality
	The country you are a citizen of today.
	If you hold several nationalities, list the main one and mention the others at the interview.

	Do you have any disability that prevents you from taking the test?
	Select "Yes" only if you need a medical waiver of the English and civics tests.
	If you select "Yes," you must file Form N-648 signed by a licensed medical doctor, clinical psychologist, or psychiatrist. It is a sensitive document — do not complete it lightly.

	Height (feet and inches)
	Your height.
	1.60 m ≈ 5'3"; 1.70 m ≈ 5'7"; 1.80 m ≈ 5'11".

	Weight (pounds)
	Your weight in pounds.
	Kilograms × 2.2 = pounds.

	Eye color
	Select your actual color.
	

	Hair color
	Select your actual color.
	If you dye your hair, report the natural color.



	Tips for this step
Age-based English exemptions exist: "50/20" (age 50+ with 20 years as a resident) and "55/15" (age 55+ with 15 years) allow the interview in your own language with an interpreter. The "65/20" rule also simplifies the civics test. These are not requested on this screen, but it is worth knowing whether they apply to you.




Step 4 — Identification numbers
Part 3 — Your immigration identification numbers
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	Alien Registration Number (A-Number)
	Your 9 digits, without the letter A and without dashes.
	Required field. It is on the front of your Green Card. One wrong digit delays the whole case.

	USCIS Online Account Number
	The 12 digits from your my.uscis.gov account.
	Leave blank if you never created an account. It is not the receipt number.

	Social Security Number (SSN)
	Your 9 digits.
	USCIS uses it to verify taxes and Selective Service registration. Make sure it matches the SSN on your tax returns.




Step 5 — Current address and previous addresses
Part 4 — Where you live now and where you have lived for the last 5 years
USCIS must be able to trace where you lived throughout the statutory period. Do not leave gaps between dates.
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	In Care Of Name
	The name of the person who receives your mail, if the address is not in your name.
	Leave blank if not applicable.

	Street number and name
	Street and number of your current home.
	Do not use a P.O. Box for a physical address. The apartment number goes in the following fields.

	Type / Number
	Apartment, Suite, or Floor, and the number.
	Leave blank if you live in a house with no unit.

	City
	The city where you live.
	

	State
	Select your state.
	Remember the requirement of having lived at least 3 months in the state or USCIS district where you file.

	ZIP Code
	Your 5 digits.
	

	County/Province
	The county where you live.
	If you do not know it, look it up by ZIP code. USCIS uses it to assign your local office.

	Country
	Normally "USA."
	Only different if you reside abroad under an exception.

	Living at this address since
	Month and year you moved in.
	It must line up with the "To" date of your previous address.

	Previous address 1 (street, city, state, ZIP, country)
	Your immediately preceding home.
	Work backwards in time until you cover a full 5 years.

	Previous address 1 — From / To
	Start and end month and year.
	No gaps and no overlaps. If you do not recall the exact day, use the month and be consistent.

	Previous address 2 (all fields)
	The next address going back.
	If you lived in more than three places, list the rest on a sheet attached to the printed PDF.



	Tips for this step
If you lived abroad for part of the period, include it: omitting it is worse than disclosing it.
Check your addresses against your tax returns and credit history so the dates are right.




Step 6 — Mailing address
Part 5 — If you receive mail somewhere other than where you live
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	My mailing address is the same as my current address
	Check this box if you receive mail at home.
	If checked, you can leave the rest of this step blank.

	In Care Of Name
	The name of the person who receives the mail, if not in your name.
	

	Mailing address (street)
	Street and number where you receive mail.
	A P.O. Box is acceptable here.

	Apt/Ste/Flr
	Unit number, if applicable.
	

	City / State / ZIP Code
	The rest of the mailing address.
	

	Country (if outside the U.S.)
	Only if your mailing address is abroad.
	Leave blank for a U.S. address.



	Tips for this step
Your receipt notice, biometrics appointment, and interview letter all go to this address. An error here can cost you an appointment, and a missed appointment can get your case administratively closed.




Step 7 — Contact
Part 6 — Contact information
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	Home phone
	Your home or primary phone.
	10-digit format with area code. If you have no landline, repeat your mobile.

	Mobile phone
	Your cell phone number.
	Recommended: USCIS sends text alerts.

	Email
	Your personal email address.
	Use one you check often and will not change during a process that can last more than a year.




Step 8 — Permanent residence
Part 7 — Information about your permanent residence
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	Date you became a permanent resident
	The exact date shown as "Resident Since" on your Green Card.
	Required and critical: your 5 (or 3) years of eligibility are counted from this date. Copy it literally from the card.

	Class of admission
	The category code on your card (for example IR1, CR1, F21, EB2, DV1).
	Shown under "Category" on the front of the card.



	Tips for this step
If you held a conditional card (categories starting with C, such as CR1) and later removed the conditions, your residence date is still the original one, not the I-751 approval date.




Step 9 — Marital status, spouse, and children
Parts 9-10 — Information about your marital status and spouse
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	Current marital status
	Single never married, Married, Divorced, Widowed, Legally separated, or Marriage annulled.
	It must reflect your situation at filing. If you are applying under the 3-year rule, it must be "Married."

	How many times have you been married in total?
	The total number of marriages, including the current one.
	Count them all, even those that ended in divorce or annulment. You will need certificates for each at the interview.

	Spouse's Family Name
	Your current spouse's full legal last name.
	Leave blank if single.

	Spouse's Given Name
	Your spouse's given name.
	

	Spouse's Middle Name
	Middle name, if any.
	

	Spouse's date of birth
	MM/DD/YYYY format.
	

	Date of marriage
	The date of your current marriage.
	Under the 3-year rule, at least 3 years must have passed since this date and you must still be married.

	City where you married
	The city of the ceremony.
	

	State or country where you married
	State if in the U.S.; country if abroad.
	

	Is your spouse a U.S. citizen?
	"Yes," "No," or "Not applicable."
	Under the 3-year rule the answer must be "Yes," and you must prove your spouse's citizenship.

	Spouse's A-Number (if applicable)
	Your spouse's A-Number if they are or were an immigrant.
	Leave blank if your spouse is a citizen by birth.

	Spouse's current employer
	Employer name, or "Self-employed," "Unemployed," "Retired."
	If your spouse does not work, say so using one of those terms.

	Total number of children
	All of your children: biological, step, and legally adopted, living or deceased, of any age, wherever they live.
	This is a classic mistake: people count only the minor children living with them. USCIS wants ALL of them. On the printed PDF you must list each one's name, date of birth, A-Number, and address.



	Tips for this step
If you have minor children who do not live with you, be ready to show you are current on child support: it is a good moral character factor.
If you were married before, bring divorce, annulment, or death certificates for every prior marriage — yours and your spouse's.




Step 10 — Employment
Part 7 (employment) — History for the last 5 years
As with addresses, USCIS wants a timeline with no gaps. Periods of unemployment, study, or homemaking are also reported.
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	Employer's name
	The name of the company where you currently work.
	If self-employed, write "Self-employed"; if a student, the school name; if not working, "Unemployed."

	Occupation/Position
	Your job title or activity.
	Keep it simple and honest: "Cook," "Driver," "Student," "Homemaker."

	City of employment
	The employer's city.
	

	State
	The employer's state.
	

	ZIP Code
	The employer's ZIP code.
	

	Country
	Normally "USA."
	Enter another country if you worked abroad during the period.

	From
	Month and year you started.
	

	To (or present)
	Month and year you ended, or write "Present."
	

	Previous employment 1 (employer, position, city, state, from, to)
	Your immediately preceding job.
	Work backwards until you cover a full 5 years.

	Previous employment 2 (all fields)
	The next one going back.
	If you had more than three jobs, list the rest on a sheet attached to the printed PDF.



	Tips for this step
Employment data must be consistent with your tax returns. A large discrepancy between what you report here and what the IRS has can lead to uncomfortable questions at the interview.




Step 11 — Trips outside the U.S.
Part 8 — Trips outside the United States in the last 5 years
This is the most time-consuming step and the most important one for proving continuous residence and physical presence. Reconstruct it from your passport stamps.
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	Have you traveled outside the U.S. in the last 5 years?
	"Yes" or "No."
	Any departure counts, even a one-day trip to Tijuana or Canada.

	Total number of trips
	The total number of departures during the period.
	Count each departure and return as one trip.

	Total days outside the U.S.
	The sum of all days spent abroad.
	If it exceeds half the period (more than 913 days in 5 years, or 548 in 3 years), you do not meet the physical presence requirement.

	Trip 1 — Date departed
	The day you left the U.S.
	Use passport stamps or your travel history at i94.cbp.dhs.gov.

	Trip 1 — Date returned
	The day you re-entered the U.S.
	The departure and return days both count as days inside the country.

	Trip 1 — Countries visited
	The countries you went to on that trip.
	Separate multiple countries with commas.

	Trips 2 through 5 — same fields
	Repeat for each trip.
	The wizard holds 5 trips. If you had more, list the rest on a sheet attached to the printed PDF.



	Tips for this step
A single trip longer than 6 months creates a presumption that you broke continuous residence; you will have to rebut it (showing you kept a home, job, taxes, and ties in the U.S.).
A trip longer than 1 year normally breaks continuous residence and restarts the clock, unless you had an approved Form N-470.
Do not guess dates. You can download your entry and exit history free at i94.cbp.dhs.gov.




Step 12 — Good moral character questions
Parts 9-12 — Questions about your conduct
Answer with complete honesty. Lying on the N-400 is immigration fraud: it can cost you citizenship, your residence, and in extreme cases lead to criminal prosecution. Many "Yes" answers do not prevent citizenship if explained properly; hiding them does.
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	Have you paid federal, state, and local taxes?
	"Yes" or "No."
	If you were required to file and did not, or you filed as a "non-resident," consult an attorney and an accountant before filing.

	Do you have any overdue taxes?
	"Yes" or "No."
	Owing taxes is not an automatic disqualifier if you have an active IRS payment plan. Bring the agreement and payment records to the interview.

	Have you ever been arrested, cited, or convicted of a crime?
	"Yes" or "No."
	Include EVERYTHING: arrests without charges, dismissed cases, sealed or expunged records, and DUIs. You may omit only minor traffic infractions with no arrest and a fine under $500.

	Have you ever been in jail or detained?
	"Yes" or "No."
	This includes immigration detention and any time in custody, even a few hours.

	Have you ever been ordered removed, excluded, or deported?
	"Yes" or "No."
	If the answer is "Yes," do not file without legal advice.

	Have you ever served in the U.S. armed forces?
	"Yes" or "No."
	If you served, you may have a faster path. If you deserted or were dishonorably discharged, get legal advice.

	Did you register with the Selective Service (men 18-26)?
	"Yes," "No," or "Not applicable (female or over 31)."
	Required for men who lived in the U.S. between ages 18 and 26, including those who were undocumented at the time. If you did not register and are under 31, register now at sss.gov. If you are over 31, request a status information letter from sss.gov and explain that the omission was not willful.

	SSN used for registration (if applicable)
	The SSN you used to register for Selective Service.
	It helps you locate your registration number at sss.gov.

	Do you have any title of nobility in another country?
	"Yes" or "No."
	Almost always "No." If "Yes," you will renounce it at the oath ceremony.

	If you have titles of nobility, which ones?
	Describe them.
	Leave blank if you answered "No."



	Tips for this step
Rule of thumb: if you find yourself wondering "should I disclose this?", the answer is yes.
Bring certified copies of the final disposition of every court case to the interview, even dismissed ones.




Step 13 — Oath of Allegiance
Part 13 — Willingness to take the Oath of Allegiance
All five questions are required. To naturalize you normally must answer "Yes" to all of them, unless you request a modified oath on religious or conscientious grounds, which requires additional documentation.
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	Are you willing to support the U.S. Constitution?
	"Yes."
	A "No" means denial of the application.

	Are you willing to renounce titles of nobility from other countries?
	"Yes."
	It applies even if you hold none.

	Are you willing to bear arms on behalf of the U.S. if required by law?
	"Yes," unless you have a documented religious or conscientious objection.
	If you answer "No," you must submit evidence of your belief (a letter from your congregation, a personal statement); a modified oath may be granted.

	Are you willing to perform noncombatant service if required by law?
	"Yes," unless you have a documented objection.
	Same logic as the previous question.

	Are you willing to perform work of national importance under civilian direction if required by law?
	"Yes," unless you have a documented objection.
	This is the third part of the oath; a "No" here requires documentation of the objection.




Step 14 — Review and generate the PDF
Final step — Review, certify, and generate
	Field on screen
	What to enter
	Notes and common mistakes

	Review your information
	Return to any step from the sidebar and correct anything before generating.
	Pay special attention to: A-Number, residence date, trip dates, gap-free addresses, and your step 12 answers.

	I confirm that the information is true and correct under penalty of perjury
	Select "Yes, I certify under penalty of perjury…"
	Required. "Under penalty of perjury" means a false statement is a federal crime, not merely an administrative error.

	Generate PDF
	Click to download your completed Form N-400.
	Generated in English. Save the file — you will use it to prepare for the interview.




After generating the PDF: what comes next
The N-400 is the start of a multi-stage process. Here is what follows:
1. Print the full PDF on letter-size paper, single-sided, in black ink.
1. Sign in blue or black ink where indicated. A missing signature causes USCIS to return the entire package.
1. Attach: a copy of both sides of your Green Card, two passport-style photos if you live outside the U.S., and evidence of your basis of eligibility.
1. If filing based on marriage (3-year rule): proof of your spouse's citizenship, marriage certificate, proof you live together, and divorce certificates for both spouses' prior marriages.
1. If you have arrests: certified copies of the court records with the final disposition of each case.
1. Check the current fee and possible waivers (Form I-912 or reduced fee) at uscis.gov/n-400 — fees change.
1. Confirm the correct filing (lockbox) address for your state on the USCIS page.
1. Recommended alternative: file the N-400 online at my.uscis.gov, transcribing the data from the PDF. You get an immediate receipt, online tracking, and less risk of rejection over package assembly.
1. Wait for the I-797C receipt notice with your case number, then the biometrics appointment (fingerprints and photo).
1. Prepare for the tests: 100 official civics questions, plus reading, writing, and speaking English. Free study materials are at uscis.gov/citizenship.
1. Attend the interview with the originals of every document you attached. The officer will go through the whole form with you — review your copy before you go.
1. If approved, you will receive your oath ceremony date (Form N-445). There you surrender your Green Card and receive your Certificate of Naturalization.
1. After the oath: apply for your U.S. passport, update Social Security, and register to vote.
Most common mistakes when completing the N-400
1. Filing too early: forgetting the 90-day rule causes denial and loss of the fee.
1. Forgetting short trips abroad, especially one-day border crossings.
1. Leaving time gaps between addresses or between jobs.
1. Listing only the children who live with you instead of all of them.
1. Answering "No" to the arrest question because the case was dismissed or expunged.
1. Not filing tax returns, or filing as a "non-resident" while being a permanent resident.
1. Failing to register for Selective Service when required, and not explaining it.
1. Using the I-751 approval date instead of the original residence date.
1. Sending the form unsigned or without the required attachments.
1. Not notifying USCIS of an address change and missing the interview appointment as a result.

	Important notice
This guide is support material for completing the form on the PTAP platform. It is not legal advice and does not replace guidance from an immigration attorney or a representative accredited by the Department of Justice.
The N-400 carries the greatest consequences of the three forms: in cases involving criminal records, long absences, tax problems, or questions about residence, consult a professional before filing.
Official instructions, fees, and filing addresses can change. Always check uscis.gov/n-400 before filing.
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